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Michael Balcomb
October 21, 2026

On October 21, 2026, 777 Blessing couples connected across continents in a special Zoom gathering to
celebrate the 56th anniversary of their Blessing. Marking the fifth consecutive year of this virtual reunion,
the event served as a beautiful testament to the enduring faith and lifelong bonds shared by these
historical families.

A total of eight couples were represented at this year's meeting. In a special milestone for the annual
gathering, the European organizers welcomed two couples from the United States for the very first time:
Hugh and Nora Spurgin, alongside Farley and Betsy Jones. The American couples expressed great joy
and gratitude for the opportunity to join the international call, sharing that there had not been a dedicated
gathering for 777 couples in the U.S. for quite some time. Their participation brought a renewed sense of
global fellowship to the digital reunion.

To the best of the organizers' knowledge, the European and Middle Eastern regions are currently home to
thirteen 777 couples. While the virtual format allowed families to cross oceans, some couples were unable
to attend this year's celebration due to language barriers, technical difficulties, or other personal
circumstances. The gathering also held profound moments of reflection and remembrance for the brothers
and sisters who have already transitioned to the spiritual world. Attendees paid special tribute to Yukiko
Jager, who passed away earlier this year, taking time to honor her memory alongside the legacy of all the
departed couples. Despite the challenges





