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Mother Han at the Sunhak Peace Prize award ceremony April 11, 2025 in Seoul. The Sunhak Peace Prize
is one of numerous peace projects she and her late husband Sun Myung Moon founded

Medals spark fresh debate over political pressure on
religious minority

A report by domestic media outlet News1 on 27th
October, highlights a new front in the ongoing political
pressure against the Family Federation for World Peace
and Unification in South Korea.

Newsl, South Korea's largest private
news agency and wire service

During a parliamentary audit, Democratic Party lawmaker

Kim Young-hwan (Z @2} directed sharp criticism at the Korea Minting and Security Printing

Corporation (KOMSCO). His grievance? The public institution had successfully fulfilled business-to-
business (B2B) contracts to manufacture award medals for the Sunhak Peace Prize - an international

award established at the initiative of Family Federation leader Hak Ja Han (St2FX}).
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See also Mother Han: A Cycle of Prosecution Without End

See also Climate of Suspicion: Peace Reframed as Politics

Lawmaker Kim argued that the Korea Mint neglected its public responsibility by failing to vet the "public
interest implications" or potential "social controversy" surrounding the purchasing organization.
According to documents released by his office, the corporation produced 24 medals across four separate
contracts between 2020 and 2025, netting approximately 207.3 million won (US$145,000) in standard
business revenue.

Kim insisted that even profit-making arms of public entities must guard their reputation against alignment
with controversial groups. However, a closer look at the political landscape reveals a profound irony: the

very "social controversy" cited by Lawmaker Kim is a crisis meticulously manufactured and sustained by
his own political party through an escalating judicial campaign.

The Anatomy of a Manufactured Scandal

The critique leveled against the Korea Mint
relies heavily on circular logic. This dynamic
becomes clear when evaluated alongside the
broader legal strategy deployed against Hak Ja

Han (2F2HA} - also called Mother Han.

National media outlets have raised the alarm
over this judicial overreach; notably, a 24th
August editorial by Segye Ilbo explicitly
cautioned that South Korea has entered an
unprecedented era where state prosecutors
function as permanent instruments of political
attrition.

Lawmakers use state resources to generate
negative publicity around a minority religious
group, and then point to that exact negative
publicity as a reason why state-linked entities
should socially exclude them. The Korea Mint
correctly noted in its defense that these medals
were standard commercial orders produced
under strict corporate guidelines. Yet, in the
theater of parliamentary audits, standard
business practices are easily reframed as
institutional failure when a politically targeted
group is involved.

In this light, the negative public sentiment
surrounding the movement is not a

Mother Han at the Sunhak Peace Prize award spontaneous grassroots reaction, but the direct
ceremony in Seoul 3rd February 2017 with prize result of coordinated lawfare. A striking
winner Sakena Yacoobi, an Afghan professor example occurred on 28th August, when
Sfamous for education of women. The image behind domestic outlets reported a new indictment
them resembles the medals mentioned by Newsl accusing Mother Han and senior officials of

embezzling 10.5 billion won (approximately
US$7.5 million) over an eight-year period.

Tactical Timing and Overlapping Indictments

The timing of these legal maneuvers betrays a clear political motive. This fresh embezzlement indictment
was unsealed just three days before an earlier, entirely separate trial involving political-funding
allegations was scheduled to reach its verdict on 31st August. In that initial case, the Min Joong-gi

(21E7]) Special Prosecutor's team had demanded an extraordinary 13-year prison sentence.

The tactical implementation of these rolling, overlapping indictments strongly indicates an institutional
determination to sustain an unending cycle of prosecution against the religious minority.

By layering new accusations immediately before older ones reach a resolution, prosecutors ensure that
even if one legal theory collapses under scrutiny, another is instantly ready to take its place. This strategy
guarantees that the Family Federation remains perpetually under a cloud of suspicion.

Conclusion



When Lawmaker Kim Young-hwan (& @2} chastises the Korea

Mint for producing medals for an organization in spite of its
"social controversy", he is weaponizing a stigma that his own
political faction has worked tirelessly to produce. The attack on
the Sunhak Peace Prize medals is not an isolated oversight issue;
it may well be a calculated public relations maneuver designed to
enforce the social and economic isolation of a religious minority.
By recognizing these overlapping legal indictments and
parliamentary criticisms as part of a singular, sustained campaign,
observers can see past the political theater and recognize the
profound threat this lawfare poses to institutional neutrality and
religious freedom in South Korea.

Min Joong-gi, the head of an
army of special prosecutors with

extensive investigative powers. ) .. i
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