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Dr. Massimo Introvigne speaking at the CESNUR 2026 conference on October 12, 2026 in Taiwan 

 

How Chinese organizations, leftwing political groups, and anti-cult activists 

found common ground in alliance spanning China, South Korea, and Japan 

 

Renowned Italian scholar Massimo Introvigne argues that Korean anti-cult 

activists, Japanese left-wing lawyers, and Chinese Communist Party-linked 

organizations have found common ground in campaigns against religious 

movements. 

 

An unusual convergence of political and religious interests may be reshaping the 

treatment of minority religions in East Asia. According to Dr. Introvigne, a leading 

sociologist of religion, Christian anti-heresy activists in South Korea, left-wing 

lawyers in Japan, and organizations linked to China's Communist Party have 

developed relationships that transcend their profound ideological differences. 

 

In an article published by Bitter Winter on 

27th October, Introvigne examines what he 

describes as a pragmatic alliance directed 

against religious movements that its 

participants regard as dangerous or 

illegitimate. He argues that this cooperation 

deserves greater international attention because 

of its possible implications for freedom of 

religion or belief. 

 

The issue has become particularly significant 

following two major developments: Japan's 

dissolution of the Family Federation for World 

Peace and Unification, formerly known as the 

Unification Church, and the prosecution of 

religious leaders in South Korea. 

 

Three countries, one common adversary 

 

Japan's campaign against the Family Federation accelerated after former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (安

倍晋三) was assassinated on 8th July 2022. The perpetrator, Tetsuya Yamagami (山上徹也), said that he 

had targeted Abe because of his association with the religious movement, to which Yamagami's mother 
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belonged. 

 

The incident triggered an intense public controversy over the Family Federation's activities and political 

connections. In March 2025, the Tokyo District Court ordered the organization's dissolution. The decision 

was upheld by the Tokyo High Court in March 2026, and the dissolution subsequently became final, 

according to Introvigne's account. 

 

South Korea experienced a different but related series of 

developments. The Family Federation's leader, Dr. Hak Ja Han 

(한학자), was detained and prosecuted, while Lee Man-hee 

(이만희), chairman of Shincheonji Church [See editor's note 

below], also faced prosecution. Introvigne views these cases as 

part of a broader regional climate in which authorities and anti-

cult campaigners have increasingly targeted religious movements 

they consider problematic. 

 

His argument goes beyond the existence of separate national 

campaigns. He suggests that networks of activists, lawyers, 

pastors, and organizations have helped connect these 

developments across borders. 

 

The apparent contradiction is striking. South Korean anti-cult 

campaigners often come from conservative evangelical backgrounds and are strongly opposed to 

communism. Japanese lawyers involved in the campaign against the Family Federation, by contrast, 

include figures associated with the political left. China's Communist Party operates within an officially 

atheist political system that restricts religious activity. 

 

Why would these groups cooperate? 

 

Introvigne argues that a common adversary can provide sufficient motivation to overcome ideological 

disagreements. In this case, their shared opposition to so-called cults and heretical movements may have 

created opportunities for cooperation that would otherwise have seemed unlikely. 

 

China's role in the picture 

 

A Chinese policewoman indoctrinating children about the "evil of cults". These activities are usually 

carried out with the China Anti-Xie Jiao (anti-cult) Association. According to Bitter Winter, the China 

Anti-Xie Jiao Association legitimately claims to be the largest anti-cult association in the world. It has 

branches in all large cities and most small towns and villages. The large Association is controlled by the 

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) through the United Front Central Work Department  

 

A central element of Introvigne's thesis is the China Anti-Xie-Jiao Association (中国反邪教协会), 

established in 2000. The Chinese term xie jiao (邪教) is commonly translated as "heterodox teachings" or 

"evil cults" and is used by Chinese authorities in their classification of certain religious groups. 

 

Detained and prosecuted: Hak Ja 

Han, aka. Mother Han in 2023 



 

 

Introvigne describes the association not as an independent civil society organization but as an 

organization operating within the Chinese Communist Party's United Front (统一战线 - often abbreviated 

as 统战 - Tǒngzhàn) system. He argues that its extensive organizational network gives it a reach that 

Western anti-cult organizations cannot match. 

 

According to the article, contacts between Chinese and South Korean anti-cult activists date back at least 

to 2007, when a Korean delegation attended an anti-cult symposium in the large Chinese city of 

Shenzhen, near Hong Kong. Subsequent exchanges included participation in one another's meetings and 

the promotion of events through Chinese media. 

 

For Introvigne, these contacts are significant because they bring together groups with fundamentally 

different political objectives. He contends that China has its own reasons for opposing certain religious 

movements, while South Korean evangelical activists are primarily concerned with what they regard as 

doctrinal threats and competition for church members. 

 

The result, in his interpretation, is a relationship based less on shared beliefs than on overlapping 

interests. 

 

Why religious freedom is at stake 

 

The central concern raised by Introvigne is that campaigns against minority religions may acquire 

influence through cooperation between actors who possess different forms of power: religious networks, 

legal expertise, political connections, and state resources. 

 

 
Falun Gong protesters about to be arrested in Tiananmen Square in Beijing in the early phase of the 

persecution  

 

This does not mean that every criticism of a religious organization is illegitimate, or that concerns about 

misconduct should be dismissed. The question is whether opposition to a religious movement can lead to 

disproportionate restrictions on its members' rights, particularly when allegations become the basis for 

extensive legal or administrative action. 

 

The Japanese dissolution case and the South Korean prosecutions have unfolded under different legal 

systems and circumstances. Their similarities should therefore be examined rather than simply assumed. 

Nevertheless, Introvigne believes that the relationships he identifies offer a reason to investigate how anti-

cult ideas circulate internationally and influence public policy. 

 

His thesis is deliberately provocative: groups that disagree about religion, politics, and ideology can still 

cooperate when they share an adversary. 

 

For defenders of religious liberty, the challenge is to ensure that legitimate investigations into wrongdoing 

remain distinct from efforts to marginalize religious communities because of their beliefs. In Introvigne's 

analysis, the emerging East Asian network illustrates why that distinction deserves closer scrutiny. 

 

 

Source: Massimo Introvigne, "The Triple Alliance: The Chinese Communist Party, Japanese Anti-Cult 



 

 

Lawyers, and Korean Heresy Hunters", Bitter Winter, 27th October 2026. 

 

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor 

 

[Editor's note 1: Shincheonji, officially known as Shincheonji Church of Jesus, the Temple of 

the Tabernacle of the Testimony, is a new religious movement founded in South Korea in 1984 

by Lee Man-hee, who claims to be the promised pastor mentioned in the Bible's Book of 

Revelation. 

 

Shincheonji teaches that the Book of Revelation is being fulfilled through its church and that Lee 

Man-hee has received divine revelation to interpret it. He teaches that South Korea is the location 

where the prophecies of the Book of Revelation are actively playing out in real-time, making it 

the epicenter of the final harvest. Shincheonji focuses on filling the literal 144,000 slots of the 12 

Tribes mentioned in Revelation. Once this number of truly sealed, flawless believers is 

completed, they believe they will rule as kings and priests over the rest of humanity.] 
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