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As global tensions proliferate, UPF is increasingly working
together with government, interfaith and civil society
partners to advance a culture of peace and harmony in
communities around the world. In the face of multifaceted
challenges, such work grows ever more relevant and
critical. A few programs are highlighted here; for additional
activities and further information about UPF, please visit
www,upf,org.

Restoring Trust for Peace
Now

UPF launched Summer Events 2026, a
series of programs under the theme
“Restoring Trust: What Can Be Done for
Peace Now?” ahead of the opening of the
81st UN General Assembly in September
2026. This series supports collaboration
among the UN system, governments, civil
society, faith communities, educators, media
professionals, families and youth, in
strengthening conditions favorable to a
culture of peace.




Kinshasa Conference
Launches DRC Chapter of
IAPP

Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the
Congo — UPF’s work in the DRC took an
important step forward with the official
launch of the International Association of
Parliamentarians for Peace on July 4,
2026. Two hundred participants joined the
inaugural conference at the People’s
Palace in Kinshasa, including members of
Parliament, ambassadors for peace, youth
leaders and distinguished guests.

Knesset Caucus for Israel-
Lebanon Peace Offers
Hope

Jerusalem, Israel — A historic and inspiring
chapter in Middle Eastern diplomacy unfolded
at the Israeli Knesset on June 29, 2026, with
the inaugural meeting of the official Knesset
Caucus for the Promotion of Peace and
Normal-ization between the State of Israel
and Lebanon. UPF-Israel was among the
representatives of faith communities and civil
society invited to participate.

Latin American Panel:
Youth Need Skills Like
Empathy & Cooperation

South and Central America — A panel of
young leaders from South and Central
America and the Caribbean met in a webinar
on July 17, to commemorate the UN World
Youth Skills Day on the theme "Skills to
Build Bridges and Break Down Barriers for
Peace." The panel stressed the importance



of soft skills as well as knowledge and
technical know-how.

National Parents' Day
Celebrations Held Across
USA

United States — Across the United States,
UPF chapters celebrated National Parents
Day in July, with programs honoring
exemplary parents, strengthening
community partnerships, and promoting
the family as the cornerstone of peaceful
societies. Twenty-one local chapters held
events from July 18 to 26, 2026,
recognizing outstanding families and
community leaders.

See More

Balkan Leaders Address
Media Freedom & Digital

Governance

Tirana, Albania — The Albanian Parliament
hosted the Balkan Leadership Conference
on "Media Freedom, Democracy and Digital
Governance in the Western Balkans" on
June 26, 2026. Co-sponsored by the
International Association of Parliamentarians
for Peace (IAPP), the Albanian Parliament,
the Washington Times Foundation and other
partners, the conference addressed
challenges to global media at a time of
geopolitical tensions, widespread
disinformation, and declining public trust in
institutions.
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