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A monthly snapshot of peace stories, insight, and inspiration. 

  

Thanksgiving: Preparing Our Hearts for a 

Season of Gratitude 

  

As Thanksgiving approaches, we are invited to reflect on our blessings and how gratitude can 

inspire positive change. Dr. Hak Ja Han, the Holy Mother Han, expressed this spirit in her words: 

“Today I will be more grateful than yesterday; tomorrow I will be yet more grateful.” At UPF, 

gratitude connects to the vision of One Family Under God, where peace grows through 

compassion, understanding, and respect for all people. 

Gratitude becomes most meaningful when expressed through action. Through interfaith 

dialogue, community service, and cooperation across differences, UPF promotes the principle 

of living for the sake of others. This season, may we turn our thankfulness into generosity and 

service, strengthening our families, communities, and our shared human family. 

  

 



 

 

  

Ambassador for Peace Spotlight 

Rev. Clenard H. Childress Jr. 

   
 

Rev. Clenard H. Childress Jr., an Ambassador for 

Peace, has dedicated decades to pastoral ministry, 

community service, and pro-life advocacy. As a 

regional leader of the Life Education and Resource 

Network (L.E.A.R.N.), he founded 

BlackGenocide.org, co-produced the documentary 

MAAFA21, and participated in public awareness 

campaigns and national media programs. 

In 2017, L.E.A.R.N. honored Rev. Childress with the 

Erma Clardy Craven Award for his longstanding 

commitment to pro-life advocacy. He was also 

featured in the PBS Frontline documentary Anti-

Abortion Crusaders: Inside the African American 

Abortion Battle. Through his ministry and outreach, 

he continues to bring his faith and convictions into 

discussions of human dignity, family, and the 

protection of unborn life. 

   

 

 

        

 

  

              

Bridge of Peace Promotes Reconciliation in 

Virginia 

           

 

On October 3, 2026, UPF and WFWP celebrated the United Nations International Day of Peace 

in Manassas, Virginia, under the theme “Invest in Peace — For Everyone, Everywhere, Every 

Day.” The gathering brought together local residents and faith leaders for prayers, Korean and 

Bengali devotional songs, small-group discussions, and an international meal celebrating 

cultural diversity. Participants reflected on how peace begins in families, friendships, and 

communities through everyday acts of kindness and understanding. 

Read Full Article  

Read Full Article  



 

 

The highlight was WFWP’s Bridge of Peace ceremony, in which participants embraced across 

differences of gender, race, culture, and nationality, symbolizing forgiveness and reconciliation. 

The event reflected UPF and WFWP’s commitment to interfaith and cross-cultural cooperation 

and the vision of One Family Under God, reminding participants that peace is not simply 

something we hope for, but something we intentionally build together. 

  

 

  

Peace in the Park Brings Community 

Together in Indianapolis 

  

FFWPU, ACLC, and UPF-USA in Indianapolis co-hosted Peace in the Park on October 3, 

2026, combining Peace Road, International Day of Peace, and Bridge of Peace. The event 

brought members and guests together for a picnic, volleyball, and a Bridge of Peace 

program featuring personal testimonies of reconciliation and spiritual transformation. 

 

Participants explored how inner peace, genuine friendship, and living for the sake of others 

can strengthen relationships across cultural and religious differences. Three guests were 

inspired to share their own testimonies, including an African-American Christian pastor who 

also practices Buddhism and praised the emphasis on interfaith unity. The event deepened 

connections among participants and inspired invited guests to reach out to their own friends, 

helping expand the community’s culture of peace. 

  

Read Full Story  



 

 

 

  

 

UPF USA is 100% funded by donations. Please consider investing in a platform where peace 

leaders come together to turn shared values into shared action. 
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