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Discover what’s new at HJI! In this issue, we highlight summaries of three selected MA 

theses by recent HJI graduates, the latest publication from HJI Press, and a lecture series 

which features HJI Professor Dr. Thomas Ward. Explore the accomplishments, 

scholarship, and ongoing contributions of the HJI community. 
             
 

 

The Carolingian Renaissance: A Unificationist Assessment 

This thesis interprets the Carolingian Renaissance as the culmination of a long process of 

cultural preservation, adaptation, and institutional reconstruction extending from the 

collapse of the Western Roman Empire in the fifth century to the reign of Charlemagne in 

the late eighth and early ninth centuries. Its central argument is that the Carolingian 

Renaissance was neither an isolated revival of classical learning nor a sudden intellectual 

awakening. Rather, it represented the consolidation of traditions that had survived and 

developed within the Christian institutions and successor kingdoms of post-Roman 

Europe. Continue Reading… 
  



 

 

 

How do spiritually identified clients experience the relationship 

between their spiritual beliefs and the therapeutic process? 

 

For some people, religion and spirituality are not an addition to life but a way of being — 

the framework through which identity, change, challenge and distress are understood. 

This study examines how such beliefs influenced participants’ decisions to seek 

counselling, their experiences of it, and the meanings they attributed to therapeutic 

change. Throughout, the term spirituality is used inclusively, encompassing both personal 

spiritual experience and institutionally grounded religious faith.  

 

Participants from both Christian and Unificationist backgrounds were invited to take part 

to explore how clients of any spiritual worldview might negotiate, conceal or integrate 

their beliefs within a predominantly secular therapeutic setting. Continue reading… 
           

 

 

Adapting Unificationism to African Cultural and Spiritual 

Environment: A Path to Indigenization and Contextualization 

 

This thesis examines how Unificationism can be meaningfully indigenized and 

contextualized within African cultural and spiritual environments, with particular attention 

to Zambia. Africa stands at a critical historical juncture—facing moral, political, spiritual 

and social choices that will shape its future. The continent must navigate competing 

ideologies, global cultural currents, and the legacy of colonialism while preserving 

indigenous dignity and communal identity. In this context, the study argues that 

Unificationism offers a constructive theological and philosophical framework capable of 

bridging Africa’s diverse religious heritage with global spiritual insights. Continue reading… 
   
 



 

 

 

HJI Press has published Essays in Unification Studies, edited by Dr. Andrew Wilson, 

Professor of Scriptural Studies at HJI. The volume features essays by Dr. Wilson and other 

scholars, offering a range of perspectives on Unification theology, scripture, faith, and their 

relevance to contemporary religious and social questions. The publication reflects HJI’s 

continuing commitment to advancing serious academic study and discussion of the 

Unification tradition. 

 

Available for purchase on Amazon!  

 

View HJI Press Publications 
   
 

 

Dr. Thomas J. Ward, Professor of Peace and Development at HJ International Graduate 

School for Peace and Public Leadership, is leading a new seminar series with the World 

Christian Leadership Conference titled, “God or No God? Amidst the Tide of Secularism.”  

 

The series begins Wednesday, August 5, 2026, and draws upon Dr. Ward’s extensive 

experience in academic leadership and international human rights advocacy. The seminar 

examines the social teachings of Rev. Sun Myung Moon and Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon, 

sometimes referred to as Headwing Thought, which begin with the affirmation of God. Dr. 

Ward explores how these teachings offer a path toward healing the human family while 

addressing both the shortcomings of Western society and materialistic approaches such 

as communism, secularism, and other contemporary worldviews. 

 

Visit wclc,org for more information! 
   
 



 

 

For more information about HJI, email admissions@ hji,edu 

To apply to HJI click here 
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