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Barrio Fiesta in Vienna has gathered family and friends of the Filipino diaspora since 1996. 

 

Vienna - Summertime is bonding time for family and friends. Here in Vienna, the Philippine Barrio Fiesta 

(village feast) 2026 successfully brought together thousands of people for Austria's largest outdoor 

Filipino cultural event on July 18 at the ATV Leising Sportsplatz. 

 

Organized by the Council of Filipino Associations 

in Austria (CFAA) since 1996 with the active 

participation of WFWP-Austria and the Verein 

Filipina in Österreich, the community enjoyed 

vibrant live shows, cultural performances and a 

lively marketplace, indicating a long tradition of 

cultural diplomacy between the Philippines and 

Vienna. 

 

Filipino barbecue filled the air in the park while 

many savored halu-halo (shaved ice with ice cream 

and fruits), fresh coconuts, and a lot more. 

 

The Barrio Fiesta started with a holy mass 

accompanied by a choir. CFAA Vice Chairman 

Bong Arce welcomed the community and Liesing 

District Council Representative Harald Gruber 

acknowledged the increasing visibility of the 

Filipino community in Vienna. 

 

As the Philippines and Austria are celebrating 80 

years of bilateral relations, Philippine Ambassador 

Evangelina Lourdes Arroyo Bernas highlighted the 

contributions of Filipinos in Austria and the 

importance of cultural preservation in her keynote 

address. 

 

Barrio Fiesta is a huge Catholic tradition honoring patron saints in the Philippines having been a Spanish 

colony for 300 years. Filipinos in the diaspora bring the joy of this get-together on foreign shores. 



 

 

 

 

 

Philippine Ambassador Evangelina Lourdes Arroyo Bernas (2nd from left) with Renate Amesbauer (left), 

Dr. Maria Rheil, and Irmgard Maentler. 

 

An impressive lineup of cultural presentations at the Barrio Fiesta - from folk dances to modern 

performances - was a reminder of the Philippines' diverse culture. 

 

People were excited at this year's tombola which gave out two round-trip tickets to the Philippines from 

Vienna and cash prizes and many more. 

 

Modernity blended with tradition reflected the evolving identity of Filipinos abroad and brought out the 

bayanihan (community cooperation) spirit among everyone. It was a special time for celebration, 

gratitude, and solidarity which was blessed with good weather too. 

 

 
 

 

 




